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“’l. Valga, Estonia, is e county seet in south central Estonia, located on
the Estonia-Latvia border on the main line of the rallroad running
- between Tartu and Riga, Latvia. Valga is a very old city having been
officiallysesteblished in 1584. The normalegauge railroad was begun .
in 1889, the small gauge in 1896 and it is now important as a key
rail center., * Theve was no public transportation in the city itself SN
with the exception of a few texi cabs. The population in 1934 was
10,832, composed primarily of Estonians. One of the oldest landmarks v
is the classic style Lutheran Church on the corner of Kesk and Riia 25X1X
Streets, which was built about 1787. | :
heard that the soutbhwest section of the city bbd been almost completely
e destroyed, but how true this is I do not know.

bt 2. I have lot:ated on &.map [Kvailable at the CIA
Mep Li‘bra.rg] the principal lendmerks of Valga, the numbers below corresponding
to those ;on the map: 3*
"o 1. 7City Hall. -Small, one-story, wooden building with perhaps
0 20«25 rooms. The roof went up to a point under which was
a large clock and the painted wording "Valga City Hall".
During the first Soviet occupation (Juner L0LO-July 1941)
the name was chenged to "Bxecutive Committee of City of
. Valga". The original wording was replaced upon the de-
% : parture of the Soviets and the arrival of the Germans.

¥ 2. Lutheran Church. Although the doors remained open during

the firgt Soviet occupation, people were afrald to attend

services. It was used by the Communists for meetings and

,{\i ; the grounds syrrounding the church were used for storing

y hay end straw. Whether or not the interior was used for
the same purpose I do not know. 25X1A
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Custom I{ouse. This swall wooden building was located on the border. The
border: eonsisted of & five-to six-foot ditch which could easily be crossed.

. During Estonian independence, one only needed his passport to cross into

Latvia while during both the Soviet -nd Germsn occupations no documents
were. necessary.

Estonlan Bank. Large stone bullding, erected in 1930, which also contained
a branch office of the Estonian C‘.ounty Bank (for farmers).

Ky

Cooperative Bank. Two-or possibly three—story stone bullding containing

" perhaps 20 rooms. During thé ‘German occupation (1942-19%) it was turned

into an Army hospital. -

"3pde” Theatre. This was a four~story, stone bullding, the largest

in Velge, There was an duditorium with-a seating eapacity of 500 on the ground

floer,. The floor was not sloped and was used for dances, meetings,

wtee. Lt had a well- equipped stage, dressing rooms, ete. The building

also housed the Bank of Valga as well as ‘the Police Headqmrters. During the
Pirst Soviet occupation, the name ¥was changed to "Velge Workers™.

County Goyermierit Butlding. * BUiLY iﬁ.;"19f38’1{9r‘_ i939fit_was.’ s one-gtory, plaster
on brick building, ' o E ke :

Velge Gyumsium, Bullt in 19)4-0 or. 191+1 thls wa.s ) three—stoxfy brlck bullding
which had ‘the largest g;ymnasium in Ve.lgs. and in addition had a rifle range
in the ba.sement.

Drbhedox Church.

_c‘t, Headq_uarbers. Lé.rge 2, ne-story wooden. ‘bulld.lng, painted
also ha,d a garage and & sta.bl for horse;sw e A

Catholic Church .7

Monument to Lta Kuperjanov, hero of 1;he ,Ztndependence War l'b had. a marble base
on top;of which was a life- s:.ze sta.tue of Kuper,je.nov._ Durmg the first,
Soviet occupa‘blon the ste.tue "wa Qvé‘ Jand horses were %m to ‘%r?.%@ on,
the gra.ss plot surregu@;%@s{,ﬁbé m@mmh Pvadilapls ‘on loan
3G puwboys. bRLow corres:
Post Offiee. A two-story, stone or.brick building, painted yellow-. 'It i
also housedthe telephone uffice a.nd 8 library. , :

Home Gpp.rd Hea&q,uarters. ‘ Ls,rge bullding containing 8 dmll hell.

Stedium. LT

Hospitel. Laréér, twb;s%bry. ‘s;’c..oné““t;ﬁiia‘ing" w1th 5"spélcib1ié"gﬂropnavs?.{..v“

Railroad Station which also ank ined the telegraph officeﬂ Velge, as & key

Valga-(}ubena
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Two, one-stoxy bridfEiitaings for the: railroed workers.

Brick Factory.

Fectory where rellroad: tlas :-Wefazf-aiinpregha’iéd with coal tar.

- Garden belonging £ the- Sade Theatre coftéining tables and
benthes and used asia pienic gréundss . By eop e

o

Open air, city-owned firewood merket.

Y

Priiuctea Cemetery (publid)s, . . 1 o

water tower for railrdad, tallest: structure in:Velga«

Power statlon: Large, “$hree—gtory brick bullding, with-high chimney.:

iy

Market

fn e o roe B N T R e e
@bl ¢ swimning poolon Pedell.Creek: ‘(khewn sas ‘Kennaoje’ Greek by -

i lthespeeple).

3041

Orthodox Cemetery.

‘Rifle range for-Home: Guard.

g. During the first

™alga Newspeper®. One—story brick buil

. Beviet-occupation, the name of the paper “was changed to "Valge

~ Communist”.

33w

: 37,.

hoy '
haw
b2,

43,

Red Cross hotel.

+Apothecary. Coe B

One two-stci;y
brick building contained the shops (carpentry and mechanics) and

- i -the other two-story wooden building ‘the. classpoomss, ..« o .

' Vgié;a» Prade ;;S,c;hqél,isizt~ﬂdm'aﬂ-:"l$6 Puiestee Street.

-

"Rex" movie house.

Hotel. Two-story. wooden bullding. During the German occupation
a Pivst eld station wes maintained’ on the Ffivet: floor.: -

Supply House-and recreation rooms for the German Armys, .
Publ:.cSchool o o
Elememtaa.l"yf 'Sfeiicol i “
Publ:.c Bath Houses -
Fire Department.

Two-story stone building, used first by the Germans (1941) as

hesdquarters of Field Police snd later by District Commissar
(Gebietskomissar).
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b,

5.
© renting trucks I believe they also maintained the Velga texi service.

he.

L7,
L8,
k9.

; Me-;:n’p, tailor. shop.

. Cemebary Heoem T b g _

Approved For Release 2002/08/07 : CIA-RDP82 ‘
: - -0004
- CONFIDENTIAL 7R00040032(§)§i—? A

Brewery, "A Le Cog”. This was a brench of the main plant in Tellinm,

where carbonated wabter and soft drinks were menufactured.

bpom end Kiipsseer™ pri’vately owned transport firm. In addition to

c@.‘fei\- .

‘Men's. Barber, shop.. - .. ©

Lepileepartmerit étére , named for the owher- This was a foup-story
byuilding slightly smaller: than .the “gade] Theatre.

. Bgilrvoad xeppir statione

~Gity and Ceunty Motor Vehicle Department, including :garage for repair
of govermment vehlcles as well as privately-owned sutomobiles. K
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